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The Spirit of Cricket 
 

Cricket is a game that owes much of its unique appeal to the fact that it should be played not only 

within its Laws, but also within the Spirit of the Game.  Any action which is seen to abuse this spirit 

causes injury to the game itself.  The major responsibility for ensuring the spirit of fair play rests with 

the captains.  

 
1.  There are two Laws which place the responsibility for the team’s conduct firmly on the captain. 

 

Responsibility of captains 

 

The captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the Spirit of the 

Game as well as within the Laws. 

 

Players’ conduct 

 

In the event of a player failing to comply with instructions by an umpire, or criticising by word or 

action decisions of an umpire, or showing dissent, or generally behaving in a manner which might 

bring the game into disrepute, the umpire concerned shall in the first place report the matter to the other 

umpire and to the player’s captain, and instruct the latter to take action. 

 

2. Fair and unfair play 

 

 According to the Laws, the umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. 

The umpires may intervene at any time and it is the responsibility of the captain to take action 

where required. 

 

3. The umpires are authorised to intervene in cases of:  

 

•   Time wasting 

•   Damaging the pitch 

•   Dangerous or unfair bowling 

•   Tampering with the ball 

•   Any other action that they consider to be unfair 

 

4. The Spirit of the Game involves RESPECT for: 

 

•   Your opponents 

•   Your own captain and team 

•   The role of the umpires 

•   The game’s traditional values 

 

5. It is against the Spirit of the Game: 

 

•   To dispute an umpire’s decision by word, action or gesture 

•   To direct abusive language towards an opponent or umpire 

•   To indulge in cheating or any sharp practice, for instance 

      a)  to appeal knowing that the batsman is not out 

      b)  to advance towards an umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing 

      c)  to seek to distract an opponent either verbally or by harassment with persistent clapping        

           or unnecessarynoise under the guise of enthusiasm and motivation of one’s own side 

 

6. Violence  

 
 There is no place for any act of violence on the field of play. 

 

7. Players 

 

Captains and umpires together set the tone for the conduct of a cricket match.  Every player is 

expected to make an important contribution to this.   

 



 
 

 

 

 

Foreword by the Headmaster 

 
It is both a pleasure and a privilege to have this opportunity to wish all those who will 

be playing and coaching Cricket during the 2017 season the most enjoyable of times 

and many rewarding moments.   

 

As always, after another successful season last year, there is much to live up to.  

However, I am sure that everyone involved with the Club will learn from past 

experiences and respond positively to the challenges ahead.  The support, the 

goodwill and the dogged hard work of many boys, staff and parents alike, in short 

teamwork, are at the foundations of any successful season. 

 

There are many highlights in a school career.  I have no doubt that playing 

representative sport at any level has been the making of many of us, providing us with 

some of our fondest memories as well as the greatest opportunities for personal 

development. 

 

I know that our coaches will insist on the highest standards and that our players will 

give of their very best both on and off the field.  They will be, they already are, fine 

ambassadors for their families and their school and I wish them all every success. 

 

Play hard, play well and good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Hamilton 

Headmaster 

March 2017 

 



Expectations of boys representing the school in Sports activities 

 
1. When selected for a squad or choosing a particular sport, all boys are expected to 

attend the regular practices and be available for the listed fixtures for that sport.  

 

2. When involved in more than one school activity, boys must observe the structure 

of priorities that operate for school activities in that term. Note that the priority 

sports for each term are: Rugby (Autumn), Hockey (Spring) and Cricket 

(Summer). Where there is doubt about priorities, boys should inform the members 

of staff concerned. Clashes between different activities will be resolved by 

the members of staff responsible for those activities, not by the boys. 

 

3. All boys should regularly consult the Habs Sports Website for information/updates 

regarding teams, fixtures and training sessions for the relevant sport.   

 

4. When boys are selected but are unable to play they should see staff immediately.  

Seven days' written notice to the Director of Sport is required if any boy is 

unavailable. Leave of absence will only be granted in exceptional 

circumstances. If a boy is unfit for any fixture, he must contact the member of 

staff in charge of his team.  This should be followed by a note from a 

parent/guardian or the medical profession to explain the nature of the injury or 

illness. 

 

5. Boys are expected to arrive on time and in full school uniform for all home and 

away fixtures, unless otherwise instructed. 

 

6. All boys are expected to leave a fixture in full school uniform, having extended 

the appropriate hospitality to the opposition (i.e. all boys should attend post-match 

refreshments).  All boys should also ensure that they change into full school 

uniform at the end of a practice before departing from School. 

 

7. All boys are expected to represent the School in the specific kit listed for that 

game.  Dress standards must also be maintained at practice sessions. 

 

8. All boys are expected to observe the etiquette and codes of sportsmanship that 

apply to that game. 

 

9. When boys are required to leave for a school fixture during school time, as a 

matter of courtesy, they must inform the staff teaching the lessons that are 

affected, in reasonable time beforehand. 

 

10. Team captains are expected to assist the teachers in charge and the match 

managers of the day. They should set an example to their peers during play, and 

also provide a brief report following fixtures for the web site and assemblies. 

 

11. It should be noted that fixtures and training sessions continue during periods of 

school examinations.  Leave of absence at these times will only be granted on days 

when actual examinations take place and not for preparation or revision time.  

Boys should not make holiday arrangements during the school term.  This 

particularly relates to the time between the conclusion of examinations and the end 

of the summer term whilst in year 11 and the Upper Sixth. 



Habs Cricket:  Conditioning Programme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm Up & Cool Down 

 

Warm Up:  Involves performing a set of exercises before a match or training session that 

builds the body up from rest to exercise e.g. jogging, moving into striding out, moving to 3/4 

pace and finally into sprinting.  You should also put some dynamic stretches and cricket 

specific practices into your warm up. 

  

What the warm up does:  

  

1 Warms the muscles and connective tissue, making stretching easier and safer. 

  

2 Gets the body's systems working and prepared for the hard efforts to come. 

  

3 Helps to prepare your mind for the match or training! 

 

  

Cool Down:  A set of exercises used to bring the body back down from exercise to rest. This 

is a phase when static stretching can be used to improve flexibility, and also to lessen feelings 

of soreness 

  

What a cool down does:  

  

1 Allows the body to "wind down" gradually. 

  

2 Helps to clear the waste products from muscles which can reduce feelings of muscle 

soreness and speed up recovery. 

  

3 Allows you to stretch while your still warm.  This is important in reducing muscle 

soreness, but also in maintaining flexibility.  

  

Elements in cool down:  

  

1 Some light, rhythmical exercise to gradually move from hard effort to rest. 

  

2 Concentrated stretching work on the major muscle groups used in the activity. You 

should aim to hold the stretches for at least 20 seconds in this phase. Try to relax the 

muscles completely. 

  

3 Relaxation and massage if possible!!! 





ECB Fast Bowling Match Directives 
 

 

AGE MAX. OVERS PER SPELL MAX. OVERS PER DAY 

Up to 13 5 10 

U14, U15 6 12 

U16, U17, U18, U19 7 18 

 

For the purpose of these Directives a fast bowler is defined as a bowler to whom a wicket keeper in the 

same age group would in normal circumstances stand back to take the ball. 

Having completed a spell the bowler cannot bowl again, from either end, until the equivalent number 

of overs to the length of his* spell have been bowled from the same end. A bowler can change end 

without ending his current spell provided that he bowls the next over that he legally can from the other 

end. If this does not happen his spell is deem d to be concluded. If play is interrupted, for any reason, 

for less than 40 minutes any spell in progress at the time of the interruption can be continued after the 

interruption up to the maximum number of overs per spell for the appropriate age group. If the spell is 

not continued after the interruption the bowler cannot bowl again, from either end, until the equivalent 

number of overs to the length of his spell before the interruption have been bowled from the same end. 

If the interruption is of 40 minutes or more, whether scheduled or not, the bowler can commence a new 

spell immediately. 

In matches of 20 overs or less per team where the competition regulations only allow bowlers to bowl 

less than or equal to the number of overs specified as the maximum in a spell in the Directives the 

provisions requiring an equivalent number of overs from the same end to have elapsed before a 

subsequent spell can commence shall not apply (e.g. in any age group competition where the 

maximum of 4 overs per bowler is allowed these may be bowled at any time in the innings irrespective 

of the number of spells bowled). 

Once a bowler covered by these Directives has bowled in a match he cannot exceed the maximum 

number of overs per day for his age group even if he subsequently bowls spin. He can exceed the 

maximum overs per spell if bowling spin, but cannot then revert to bowling fast until an equivalent 

number of overs to the length of his spell have been bowled from the same end.  If he bowls spin 

without exceeding the maximum number of overs in a spell the maximum will apply as soon as he 

reverts to bowling fast. 

Captains, Team Managers and Umpires are asked to ensure that these Directives are followed at all 

times. 

For guidance it is recommended that in any 7 day period a fast bowler should not bowl more 

than 4 days in that period and for a maximum of 2 days in a row. 

* Any reference to he/his should be interpreted to include she/her 

 

ECB Fielding Regulations 
 
The ECB has regulations covering the minimum fielding distances for young players in all matches 

where a hard ball is used. 

• No young player in the Under 15 age group or younger shall be allowed to field closer than 8 yards 

(7.3 metres) from the middle stump, except behind the wicket on the off side, until the batsman has 

played at the ball. 

• For players in the Under 13 age group and below the distance is 11 yards (10 metres). 

• These minimum distances apply even if the player is wearing a helmet. 

• Should a young player in these age groups come within the restricted distance the umpire must stop 

the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back. 

• In addition any young player in the Under 16 to Under 18 age groups, who has not reached the age of 

18, must wear a helmet and, for boys, an abdominal protector (box) when fielding within 6 yards (5.5 

metres) of the bat, except behind the wicket on the off side. Players should wear appropriate protective 

equipment whenever they are fielding in a position where they feel at risk. 

 

NB:  Age groups are based on the age of the player at midnight on 31st August in 

the year preceding the current season. 



Focus on the Laws of Cricket 

Ways of getting out 

Laws 30 to 39 discuss the various ways a batsman may be dismissed. Many modes of 

dismissal require the wicket to be "put down". The wicket is put down if a bail is 

dislodged from the top of the stumps; or if a stump is struck out of the ground either 

by the ball, or by a fielder using his hand which is holding the ball. 

• Law 30: Bowled. A batsman is out if his wicket is put down by a ball 

delivered by the bowler. It is irrelevant as to whether the ball has touched the 

bat, glove, or any part of the batsman before going on to put down the wicket, 

though it may not touch another player or an umpire before doing so.  

• Law 31: Timed out. An incoming batsman must be ready to face a ball (or be 

at the crease with his partner ready to face a ball) within 3 minutes of the 

outgoing batsman being dismissed, otherwise the incoming batsman will be 

out.  

• Law 32: Caught. If a ball hits the bat or the hand holding the bat and is then 

caught by the opposition within the field of play before the ball bounces, then 

the batsman is out.  

• Law 33: Handled the ball. If a batsman wilfully handles the ball with a hand 

that is not touching the bat without the consent of the opposition, he is out.  

• Law 34: Hit the ball twice. If a batsman hits the ball twice other than for the 

purposes of protecting his wicket or with the consent of the opposition, he is 

out.  

• Law 35: Hit wicket. If, after the bowler has entered his delivery stride and 

while the ball is in play, a batsman puts his wicket down by his bat or his 

person. The striker is also out hit wicket if he puts his wicket down by his bat 

or his person in setting off for a first run. "Person" includes the clothes and 

equipment of the batsman.  

• Law 36: Leg before wicket. If the ball hits the batsman without first hitting 

the bat, but would have hit the wicket if the batsman was not there, and the 

ball does not pitch on the leg side of the wicket the batsman will be out. 

However, if the ball strikes the batsman outside the line of the off-stump, and 

the batsman was attempting to play a stroke, he is not out.  

• Law 37: Obstructing the field. If a batsman wilfully obstructs the opposition 

by word or action, he is out.  

• Law 38: Run out. A batsman is out if at any time while the ball is in play no 

part of his bat or person is grounded behind the popping crease and his wicket 

is fairly put down by the opposing side.  

• Law 39: Stumped. A batsman is out when the wicket-keeper puts down the 

wicket, while the batsman is out of his crease and not attempting a run.  

Additionally, a batsman may leave the field without being dismissed. For instance, if he is injured or 

taken ill, this is known as retired hurt or retired ill. The batsman is not out; he may return to bat later 

in the same innings if sufficiently recovered. Also, an unimpaired batsman may retire, in which case he 

is treated as being dismissed retired out; no player is credited with the dismissal. 

Batsmen cannot be out bowled, caught, leg before wicket, stumped, or hit wicket off a no ball. They 

cannot be out bowled, caught, leg before wicket, or hit the ball twice off a wide. 



Law 36:  Leg before wicket 

 
Circumstances in which a batsman will be given out LBW are as follows: 

 

• The ball pitches in line between wicket and wicket or on the off side of the batsman’s wicket 

and strikes the batsman (on any part of his person) in front of the wicket and, but for 

interception, would (in the opinion of the umpire) have hit the wicket. 

 

• The ball pitches on the off side of the wicket and strikes the batsman, who has not made a 

genuine attempt to play the ball with his bat, outside the line of off stump (and would have 

gone on to hit the wicket). 

 

The batsman is NOT OUT if  

 

• The ball pitches outside the line of leg stump, regardless of whether or not it would have gone 

on to hit the stumps. 

• The ball hits the bat before striking the pad. 

• The batsman is struck on the pad outside the line of off stump having made a genuine attempt 

to hit the ball. 

• The bowler bowls a no ball. 

 

 

 

Law 24:  No Ball 

 
A no ball is a delivery which does not count as one of the six legitimate balls in an over.  A batsman 

cannot be dismissed off a no ball unless he is run out.  The fielding team is penalised one run every 

time a no ball is bowled, which is added to the ‘extras’ tally of the batting team.  The extra run will also 

be added to the bowler’s overall figures.  Any runs a batsman scores off a no ball will be added to his 

individual score.  In some forms of the game a no ball concedes two runs while in Twenty20 cricket a 

no ball is followed by a ‘free hit’, a delivery from which the batsman cannot be bowled or caught out 

but can still be run out.  

 
The umpire will call a no ball if 

 

• The heel of the bowler’s front foot lands on or in front of the popping crease.  (Note that the 

front foot can be raised over the line provided the heel does not go beyond the popping 

crease). 

• The bowler’s back foot is touching or outside the return crease. 

• A full toss from a seam bowler reaches the batsman at waist height.  In the case of a slow 

bowler, a ball above the batsman’s shoulder is a no ball. 

• The bowler does not inform the umpire of a change in the mode of his delivery. 

• The umpire believes the bowler is throwing the ball. 

• The bowler bowls the ball before entering his delivery stride. 

• The ball bounces more than twice before it reaches the batsman. 

• The ball rolls all along the ground. 

• The ball stops in front of the batsman without having touched the bat. 

• The wicket-keeper encroaches in front of the stumps before the ball has been struck by the 

batsman or has passed the stumps. 

• More than two fielders are positioned behind square on the leg side. 

• The umpire regards the bowler to be bowling dangerously and unfairly. 

 

 

 

 



Addresses of Opposition Schools 
 

Aldenham School 

Aldenham Road, Elstree, Herts. WD6 3AJ 

 

Bancroft’s School 

High Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0RF (also playing field at West Grove) 

 

Bedford Modern School 

Manton Lane, Bedford, MK41 7NT (playing field off Clarendon Street) 

 

Berkhamsted Collegiate School      
Castle Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 2BB (main playing field at Chesham Road, HP4 2ST) 

 

Dame Alice Owen’s School 

Dugdale Hill Lane, Potters Bar, Herts, EN6 2DU 

 

Dr Challoner’s Grammar School 

Chesham Road, Amersham, Bucks, HP6 5HA 

 

Felsted School 

Felsted, Essex, CM6 3LL 

 

Highgate School 

North Road,  London N6 4AY 

 

Magdalen College School 

Cowley Place, Oxford, OX4 1DZ (playing fields at school and various college grounds) 

 

Merchant Taylors’ School 

Sandy Lodge, Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 2HT 

 

Mill Hill School 

The Ridgeway, Mill Hill Village, NW7 1AQ 

 

Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet 

Queen’s Road, Barnet, EN5 4DQ 

 

St Albans School        

Abbey Gateway, St Albans, Herts, AL3 4HB (Woollam Playing Fields off Harpenden Road) 

 

St Edmund’s College     

Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts, SG11 1DS   

 

University College School 

Farm Avenue (entrance via Ranulf Road), Cricklewood, NW2 2BH 

 

Watford Boys’ Grammar School    

Rickmansworth Road, Watford, WD18 7JF 

 

Wellingborough School 

London Road, Wellingborough NN8 2BX 



Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School Cricket Club 
 

Fixtures 2017 
 

 

NB:  Dates, times and venues are accurate at time of publication of these fixtures, but 

may be subject to alteration at a later date. 

 

 

 

1st XI 
Mr DH Kerry / Mr SD Charlwood 

 

 

APRIL 15 

18 

Sa 

Tu 

Middlesex U17 

Aldenham 

H 

H 

     1.00 pm 

2.15 pm 

 19 W Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

 22 

26 

29 

Sa 

W 

Sa 

Bedford Modern 

MCC 

Magdalen College School, Oxford 

A 

H 

A 

11.30 am 

11.30 am 

11.30 am 

 

MAY 3 

6 

13 

20 

24 

W 

Sa 

Sa 

Sa 

W 

Mill Hill 

Felsted 

St Albans 

Watford 

University College School (T20) 

H 

A 

H 

H 

H 

2.00 pm 

11.30 am 

11.00 am 

10.30 am 

2.00 pm 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  A 11.00 am 

 14 

18 

21 

24 

28 

29 

W 

Su 

W 

Sa 

W 

Th 

Forest (T20) 

Old Haberdashers’ CC 

 

Bancroft’s 

Merchant Taylors’ 

Fraser Bird XI 

H 

H 

 

H 

A 

H 

2.00 pm 

11.00 am 

 

11.00 am 

11.00 am 

11.00 am 

 

JULY 

 

1 

 

Sa 

 

Wellingborough  

 

H 

 

11.00 am 

      

      

      

      

 

 

Devon Tour 

 

JULY 4 Tu Exeter School            A 2.00 pm 

 5 W Exeter C.C. A 1.30 pm 

 6 Th Devon Dumplings     (at Exmouth C.C.) A 12.00 pm 

 7 F Devon U16              (at Axminster C.C.) A 11.30 am 

 



 

2nd XI 
Mr AJ Simm 

 

APRIL 18 Tu Aldenham A 2.15 pm 

 19 

22 

26 

W 

Sa 

W 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

Bedford Modern 

Merchant Taylors’ 

A 

H 

H 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 29 Sa Magdalen College School H 2.00 pm 

      

MAY 6 

13 

20 

Sa 

Sa 

Sa 

Felsted 

St Albans 

Watford 

H 

A 

A 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

10.30 am 

      

JUNE 10 

18 

Sa 

Su 

Berkhamsted  

Old Haberdashers’ CC 

H 

H 

11.00 am 

11.00 am 

 24 Sa Bancroft’s A 11.00 am 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough A 2.00 pm 

      

  

3rd XI 
Mr R Amlot 

 

APRIL 19 

22 

26 

29 

W 

Sa 

W 

Sa 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

Bedford 

Merchant Taylors’ 

Magdalen College School 

H 

H 

A 

H 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

10.00 am 

      

MAY 3 

6 

W 

Sa 

Watford 

Felsted 

H 

A 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

 

JUNE 

 

10 

 

 

Sa 

 

 

Berkhamsted  

 

 

H 

 

 

10.00 am 

 

 

4th XI  
Mr DC Taberner 

 

APRIL 26 W Merchant Taylors’ H 2.00 pm 

      

MAY 3 W St Albans                           A 2.00 pm 

      

 

5th XI 
Mr AM Pearson 

 

MAY 3 W St Albans                           A 2.00 pm 

 

 

 



 

U15A XI 
Mr JP Hewitt  

 

APRIL 15 

22 

29 

Sa 

Sa 

Sa 

Hertfordshire U14 

Bedford Modern 

Magdalen College School 

 

H 

A 

A 

 

1.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 

MAY 6 Sa Felsted A 2.00 pm 

 13 

16 

Sa 

Tu 

St Albans 

Aldenham 

H 

H 

11.00 am 

4.15 pm 

 20 Sa Watford H 10.30 am 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  A 11.00 am 

 15 Th Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

 24 

29 

Sa 

Th 

Bancroft’s 

Dr Challoner’s G.S. 

H 

H 

11.00 am 

2.00 pm 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough H 2.00 pm 

    

 

  

U15B XI 
Mr AFM Metcalfe 

 

APRIL 29 Sa Magdalen College School A 2.00 pm 

 

MAY 6 

11 

Sa 

Th 

Felsted 

Watford 

A 

A 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans H 11.00 am 

 17 Tu Aldenham H 4.15 pm 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  A 11.00 am 

 15 

29 

Th 

Th 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

Dr.Challoner’s GS 

A 

H 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough H 2.00 pm 

 

 

U15C XI 
Mr MT Catley 

 

APRIL 

 

29 

 

Sa 

 

Magdalen College School 

 

A 11.00 am 

 

MAY 6 

11 

Sa 

Th 

Felsted 

St Edmund’s, Ware 

A 

H 

2.00 pm 

3.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans H 11.00 am 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  A 11.00 am 

 15 Th Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

      

 

 



 

U14A XI  
Mr SE Haring  

 

APRIL 15 

22 

Sa 

Sa 

Hertfordshire U14 

Bedford Modern 

H 

H 

1.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 29 Sa Magdalen College School H 2.00 pm 
      

MAY 6 Sa Felsted H 2.00 pm 

 9 Tu Dr Challoner’s G.S. A 2.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

 16 Tu Aldenham A 2.30 pm 

 20 Sa Watford A  

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  H 2.00 pm 

 13 Tu Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet A 2.00 pm 

 24 Sa Bancroft’s A 11.00 am 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough A 2.00 pm 

 

 

U14B XI 
Mr D Cooper  

 

APRIL 25 

29 

Tu 

Sa 

Watford 

Magdalen College School 

H 

H 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

      

MAY 6 Sa Felsted H 2.00 pm 

 9 Tu Dr Challoner’s G.S. A 2.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

 17 Tu Aldenham A 2.30 pm 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  H 2.00 pm 

 13 

24 

Tu 

Sa 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

Bancroft’s 

H 

H 

2.00 pm 

11.00 am 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough A 2.00 pm 

 

 

U14C XI 
Mr AM Pearson / Mr JA Teague 

 

APRIL 

 

29 

 

Sa 

 

Magdalen College School 

 

H 

 

2.00 pm 

 

MAY 6 Sa Felsted H 2.00 pm 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  H 2.00 pm 

 13 Tu Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

U13A XI 
Mr M Baird 

 

APRIL 15 

22 

24 

29 

 

Sa 

Sa 

M 

Sa 

 

Hertfordshire U13 

Bedford Modern 

Aylesbury GS (U13 national comp.) 

Magdalen College School 

 

H 

A 

H 

A 

 

1.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

10.00 am 

 

MAY 6 Sa Highgate H 10.00 am 

 13 

15 

Sa 

M 

St Albans 

Dame Alice Owen’s 

H 

A 

11.00 am 

2.00 pm 

 20 Sa Watford H 10.00 am 

      

 

 

27 

28 

29 

Sa 

Su 

M 

Colyton G.S. 

Sidmouth CC              

Ottery St Mary CC 

A 

A 

A 

12.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

      

JUNE 10 

12 

Sa 

M 

Berkhamsted  

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

A 

H 

11.00 am 

2.00 pm 

 24 Sa Bancroft’s H 11.00 am 

      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough A 10.00 am 

 

 

U13B XI 
Mr N Woodall / Mr A Lynch 

 

APRIL 22 Sa Bedford Modern A 2.00 pm 

 29 Sa Magdalen College School A 10.00 am 

      

MAY 6 Sa Highgate H 10.00 am 

 13 Sa St Albans H 11.00 am 

 15 

20 

M 

Sa 

Watford 

Hitchin 

A 

H 

3.30 pm 

9.30 am 

      

JUNE 10  Sa Berkhamsted  H 10.00 am 

 12 

 

Sa 

 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

 

A 

 

2.00 pm 

 

 

U13C XI 
Mr NR Geering / Dr CS Gannarelli 

 

APRIL 

 

MAY 

29 

 

10 

Sa 

 

W 

Magdalen College School 

 

Aldenham 

A 

 

H 

10.00 am 

 

4.15 pm 

 22 M St Edmund’s College, Ware A 3.30 pm 

      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  A 11.00 am 

 12 M Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

 

 



 

U12A XI 
Mr RJ McIntosh 

 

APRIL 15 

22 

Sa 

Sa 

Hertfordshire U12 

Bedford Modern 

H 

H 

1.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

 28 

29 

 

F 

Sa 

Dame Alice Owen’s 

Magdalen College School 

H 

H 

2.00 pm 

10.00 am 

MAY 6 Sa Highgate H 10.00 am 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

 20 Sa Watford A 10.30 am 
      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  H 10.00 am 

 23 

24 
 

F 

Sa 
 

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

Bancroft’s 
 

A 

A 
 

2.00 pm 

11.00 am 
 

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough H 10.00 am 

 

 

U12B XI 
Mr J Dobree-Carey 

 

APRIL 22 Sa Bedford Modern H 2.00 pm 

 29 

 

Sa 

 

Magdalen College School 

 

H 

 

10.00 am 

 

MAY 6 Sa Highgate H 10.00 am 

 13 Sa St Albans A 11.00 am 

 20 Sa Watford H 10.30 am 
      

JUNE 10 Sa Berkhamsted  H 10.00 am 

 23 F Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet H 2.00 pm 

 24 Sa Bancroft’s H 11.00 am 
      

JULY 1 Sa Wellingborough H 10.00 am 

    

 

  

U12C XI 
Mr T Fyfe 

 

APRIL 29 Sa Magdalen College School H 10.00 am 

      

MAY 5 

19 

F 

F 

Aldenham 

St Edmund’s College, Ware 

H 

A 

2.15 pm 

3.30 pm 
      

JUNE 10 

23 

Sa 

F 

Berkhamsted  

Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet 

A 

H 

11.00 am 

2.00 pm 
 

 

 

Note also: HSCA County Cup games for U15, U14, U13 and U12 teams to be 

arranged.  County Finals Day is Tuesday, 27th June. 

 

18thApril:  Training for all squads (details to be announced) 



Cricket 2016:  Devon Tour (4th – 8th July) 

 
Once again the school cricket season finished with the long-running (50+ years) senior Devon Tour and for the 

fourth year in a row we were able to enjoy the 5* accommodation offered by former member of the Mathematics 

Department Josee Beeson at her guest house in Lyme Regis, just over the border in Dorset.  Thanks must again 

go to Mr Urban, who took six large kit bags in his own car, so that the whole tour party was able to travel by 

minibus in relative comfort, arriving in Lyme after a four and a half hour journey from school.  There was even 

time for a quick stroll along the beach before dinner.  Afterwards, in a second trip into town, Messrs Charlwood 

and Kerry took the opportunity to thank the U6 boys for their efforts during the season before the squad returned 

to its luxury accommodation for indoor games (pool, table-tennis etc) and bed. 

 

For the opening fixture of the tour against Exeter School, we were able to return to the picturesque Fortfield 

Ground in Sidmouth after an absence of two years.  On a warm, sunny afternoon Habs captain Ian Harris duly 

won the toss and had no hesitation in batting first, a decision which was soon justified as he (40) and Charlie Mack 

(53) added 79 for the second wicket at nearly six runs an over. Alex Willis (49 off just 24 balls)) and Naresh 

Rasakulasuriar (51) continued in a similar vein, frequently finding the boundary, and after their dismissals it was 

left to Freddie Wright and George Lawrence to ensure that we made the most of the earlier batsmen’s efforts, 

Habs eventually posting a total of 252 for 7 after 40 overs.  In reply Exeter School also began positively, reaching 

57 in the 9th over before the loss of three wickets for the addition of just one run appeared to halt their progress. 

A partnership of 80 for the 4th wicket set them back on course, however, and thereafter, despite the loss of further 

wickets, they were always up with the required run rate.  Aman Chatterjee (4 for 31) bowled well for Habs, as did 

Rasakulasuriar, but a number of chances went begging in the field and in the end, in a tense and exciting finish, 

the opposition reached their target with two wickets and just one ball remaining, a disappointing result for us but 

a superb game of cricket nonetheless. 

 

The following day we played Exeter CC on the County Ground in Exeter, now equipped with a fine new pavilion! 

The game followed a similar pattern to the previous day as Habs again batted first, but this time we emerged 

triumphant.  Harris (80) top-scored with good support once again from Mack (34) and Willis (35).  Luca Ignatius 

(42) also batted well while Aril Pandya, on his debut for the 1st XI, struck three successive ‘fours’ in the final over 

of our innings as Habs were dismissed for a competitive 258.  The opposition boasted a strong line-up this year, 

including several overseas ‘stars’, and for a while it looked as though they would overhaul our total.  However, 

our bowlers, with off-spinner Charlie Mack (3 for 43) the pick of the bunch, stuck to their task and were rewarded 

at regular intervals.  Pandya, with a catch and three stumpings, showed that he was the natural successor to Willis 

as wicket-keeper, and our fielding overall was much tighter, particularly in the final overs.  Needing 75 to win off 

the last ten overs, Exeter CC were restricted to 247 for 9, twelve runs short of their target. 

 

Captain Harris called correctly for the third time in a row and it was no surprise when he again opted to bat first 

against a strong Devon Dumplings side, also featuring several overseas players, at Exmouth.  It came as more of 

a surprise, however, when he drove a ball hard but straight to extra cover in the 4th over of the day.  At the other 

end Willis (74) batted in his usual style, also striking the ball cleanly and very hard.  He did not score a single 

until he had reached 30 and altogether 62 of his runs came in boundaries.  Nevertheless the opposition bowlers 

managed to rein in our batsmen and wickets fell steadily.  Willis was the sixth man out with the score on 120 in 

the 26th over and thereafter only Jordan Urban (26) was able to make much headway.  Our final total was a 

disappointing 158 all out in the 39th over.  Ignatius (3 for 37) and Lawrence (1 for 21 in arguably his best spell of 

the season) bowled superbly, reducing the opposition to 44 for 3 in reply, before a fine innings from a South 

African import took Devon Dumplings CC to a comfortable victory with five wickets and six overs to spare.  A 

barbecue at the Old Vicarage in Branscombe, home of the Yeabsleys, was a pleasant way to end the day, however! 

 

After two rather one-sided games in the last two years (Habs won by 10 wickets in 2014, Devon by 9 wickets in 

2015), this year’s encounter against Devon U16s at Axminster was a much closer affair.  In his final game for the 

school, Harris lost the toss but did hold on to a catch off the second ball of the day.  Our spinners, Mack and 

Shaniel Lakhani both bowled well on a wicket offering some assistance, but the opposition total of 242 for 7 in 

50 overs was still an imposing one for a side not used to chasing.  As it was we made a reasonable effort but lost 

wickets at inopportune moments mainly as a result of injudicious shots.  Saul Kaye (30) and Naresh Rasakulasuriar 

(42*) added 55 for the 7th wicket to give us hope, but in the end we were dismissed for 220 to end a somewhat 

mixed season on a disappointing note. 

 

Many thanks must go to Josee Beeson for allowing us to stay at her house in Lyme Regis and for ensuring that 

the food available was more than up to the usual standard.  Doug and Jackie will always remain a part of the 

Devon ‘experience’, but Josee’s hospitality means that the tour will continue to feature on our fixture list for the 

foreseeable future.  Thank you also to all the parents who supported us on tour and indeed throughout the season.  

Your presence at the various grounds is always much appreciated.  Finally thank you to all members of the 1st XI, 

particularly the departing U6, for all you have done for the Cricket Club.  Results may not have gone our way at 

times this year, but watching you play has always been enjoyable.                   

              SDC 



Cricket 2016:  Devon Tour 

 

  
C Mack batting against Exeter School  A Chatterjee bowling at Sidmouth 

  
L Ignatius batting against Exeter CC L Ignatius batting against Exeter CC  

  
Habs v Devon Dumplings CC, at Exmouth:  7th July C Mack bowling at Exmouth 

  
C Mack batting against Devon U16s Habs Tour Party at Axminster 

 
 



Cricket 2016:  The Season in Pictures 

 

  
View from the boundary Habs v St Albans:  14th May 

 
A Willis batting against Berkhamsted 

 

 
C Mack batting against Mill Hill 

 
Habs v Mill Hill:  30th April 

 

C Mack batting against Mill Hill 

 
C Mack bowling against Felsted N Rasakulasuriar batting against Felsted 



Cricket 2016:  The Season in Pictures 

 

  
Habs v MCC:  27th April Habs v Bancroft’s:  25th June 

 
Habs v Magdalen College School:  21st May 

 

 
Dan Kerry bowling against A Willis 

 
A Chatterjee bowling against MCS 

 

S Lakhani bowling against Bancroft’s 

 
Habs 2nd XI (T20 v Berkhamsted) N Rasakulasuriar bowling against Berkhamsted 

 



The 2016 Cricket Season 

Cricket Club Results 2016  

Team Played Won Drawn Lost Abandoned/Cancelled 

1st XI 15 6 2 7 6 

A XI 1 0 0 1 0 

2nd XI 9 8 1 0 5 

3rd XI 7 6 1 0 1 

4th XI 2 0 0 2 0 

5th XI 1 0 0 1 0 

U15A 15 7 1 tied 7 3 

U15B 8 5 0 3 3 

U15C 7 2 0 5 0 

U14A 12 6 2 4 4 

U14B 9 4 1+1 tied 3 2 

U14C 6 4 0 2 2 

U13A 16 13 0 3 3 

U13B 9 7 1 1 2 

U13C 3 2 0 1 2 

U13 Tour 3 3 0 0 0 

U13/U12  0 0 0 0 1 

U12A 14 11 0 3 1 

U12B 9 8 0 1 2 

U12C 4 2 0 2 1 

Totals 150 94 8 (+2 tied) 46 38 

 

•••• The U15A, U14A, U13A and U12A results include HSCA County Cup matches and 

also ESCA (U15) and Bunbury (U13) national cup matches. 

•••• An abandoned match is one in which no ball is bowled.   



1st XI Results 2016 

 
1. Aldenham    113 for 8   (20 overs) 

 Habs     103 for 8       Aldenham won by10 runs 
 

2. QE Barnet    107 for 9   (35 overs)    

 Habs     110 for 6       Habs won by 4 wickets 

   

3. Habs     292 for 7   (45 overs) 

 Berkhamsted    188 for 4        Habs won by 104 runs 

 

4. MCC     275 for 4 dec 

 Habs     192 for 8       Match drawn 

 

5. Habs     239 for 6 dec 

 Mill Hill     152 for 7       Match drawn 

 

6. Habs     169 

 Felsted     172 for 2       Felsted won by 8 wickets 

 

7. Habs     277 for 6   (50 overs)  

 St Albans    146                 Habs won by 131 runs 

 

8. Habs     217 for 7   (40 overs) 

 Magdalen College School   176        Habs won by 41 runs 

        
9. Habs     171 for 6   (20 overs) 

 Berkhamsted      155 for 3       Habs won by 16 runs 

 

10. Bancroft’s    257 for 9   (40 overs) 

 Habs     168        Bancroft’s won by 89 runs 

 

11. Habs     111 and 69 

 Merchant Taylors’   230 for 9 dec       Merchant Taylors’ won by an innings and 50 runs 

 

 

 

Devon Tour 

 

12. Habs       252 for 7   (40 overs) 

 Exeter School    256 for 8       Exeter School won by 2 wickets 
 

13. Habs     258            (40 overs)      

 Exeter CC    247 for 9       Habs won by 11 runs 

 

14. Habs       158            (40 overs) 

 Devon Dumplings CC   159 for 5       Devon Dumplings CC won by 5 wickets 

 

15. Devon CCC U16s   242 for 7   (50 overs) 

 Habs                                220             Devon U17s won by 9 wickets 

 

 

 

 

NB The games against Middlesex U17s, Bedford Modern, Old Haberdashers’ CC and the Fraser 

Bird XI were abandoned without a ball being bowled.  The T20 games against Mill Hill and 

University College School were cancelled. 

 

 

 

 



1st XI Averages 2016 

 

Results 

 

Played  15       Won  6      Drawn  2       Lost  7      Abandoned/Cancelled  6 

 

 

Batting (Qualification 100 runs) 

 
Name Innings Not Out Runs Highest Score Average 

CWT Mack 16 2 665 100* 47.50 

IM Harris 16 0 464 95 29.00 

ARC Willis 16 0 417 126 26.06 

HE Murphy 8 3 123 42* 24.60 

JH Urban 16 1 334 60 22.26 

VM Dubey 11 3 147 76 18.37 

N Ra’kulasuriar 16 2 255 51 18.21 

GN Lawrence 10 4 109 32 18.16 

FJ Wright 12 1 112 24 10.18 

 

Also batted 

 
LT Ignatius 2  5/1/58/42/14.50 ASL Lakhani 6/0/49/17/8.16     JR Cleaver     3/0/1/1/0.33 

SW Kaye 

AM Pandya 

     

2  4/0/45/30/11.25 

1 2/0/22/17/11.00  

A Chatterjee 

SA Lakhani 

 

7/2/30/17/6.00 

5/1/18/8*/4.50 

 

    A Pindoria 

    NN Chavda 

     
     

    1/1/10/10*/ -- 

    2/2/5/4*/ -- 

 

         

 

Bowling (Qualification 10 wickets) 

 
Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

IM Harris 57.1 8 261 13 20.07 

A Chatterjee 85.3 8 421 19 22.15 

CWT Mack 77 4 374 14 26.71 

N Ra’kulasuriar 100 10 451 16 28.18 

SA Lakhani 133.3 20 580 19 30.52 

 

Also bowled 

 
HE Murphy 27/7/81/7/11.57     ASL Lakhani 6/0/47/1/47.00  G Lawrence  85/7/396/5/79.2 

LT Ignatius 17/4/70/5/14.00    NN Chavda 14/0/105/2/52.5  VM Dubey  0.4/0/4/0/ -- 

      

  

 

     

     

 

Fielding     Wicket-keepers 

 
GN Lawrence     6 catches ARC Willis 12 catches, 3 stumpings 

CWT Mack     6 catches A Pandya   1 catch, 3 stumpings 

FJ Wright     6 catches   

    

 

      

School Colours (Cricket) 2016 

 
Ian Harris (captain)*            Shaniel Lakhani  

Alex Willis*            Aman Chatterjee  

Charlie Mack            Hugo Murphy          

 

* = re-award 



1st XI Performance of the Season 2016 

 

Haberdashers’ Aske’s  v  St Albans School (at Woollams on Saturday, 14th May) 
 

50 overs:  Habs won toss 

 

Innings of Haberdashers’ Aske’s 

 

Batsman How Out Bowler Score 

I Harris (c) caught Scott Laws-Mather A 95 

A Willis (wk) bowled Thompson 0 

C Mack stumped Goldstone de Caires 94 

N Rasakulasuriar run out 19 

J Urban run out 7 

F Wright bowled de Caires 4 

H Murphy not out 25 

V Dubey not out 14 

G Lawrence    

S Lakhani    

A Chatterjee    

  Extras (13w, 6nb) 19 

    

  TOTAL (for 6 wickets)  277 

 

Bowler Overs Maidens Runs Wickets       

Thompson  8 0 56 1  Fall of wicket 

Townsend 2 0 16 0  1 2 3 4 5 

Carter 10 1 59 0  2 181 210 224 231 

Laws-Mather A 7 1 30 1  6 7 8 9 10 

Scott 7 0 32 0  246     

de Caires 10 0 53 2       

Cook 6 0 31 0       

 

Innings of St Albans 

 

Batsman How Out Bowler Score 

C Scott caught Murphy Chatterjee 33 

J de Caires lbw Lakhani 13 

A Cook (c) caught Mack Lakhani 6 

A Laws-Mather bowled Lakhani 13 

O Laws-Mather  caught Willis Lawrence 43 

A Wick stumped Willis Lakhani 4 

W Stewart bowled Lakhani 0 

T Goldstone (wk) bowled Rasakulasuriar 6 

C Townsend not out 18 

T Carter caught Wright Harris 1 

A Thompson caught Willis Harris 0 

  Extras (2lb, 3w, 3nb) 7 

    

  TOTAL  144 

 

Bowler Overs Maidens Runs Wickets       

Lawrence 9 0 55 1  Fall of wicket 

Rasakulasuriar 10 0 23 1   1 2 3 4 5 

Lakhani 10 5 22 5    47  55 55 74 78 

Chatterjee 10 3 24 1    6   7 8 9 10 

Murphy 4 0 18 0    78  93 139 140 144 

Harris 1.1 1 0 2       

 

 

Match Result:  Habs won by 133 runs 

 



Hertfordshire Schools Cricket Association County Cup Competitions 2016 

 
Four Habs teams (U15A, U14A, U13A and U12A) enter the HSCA Twenty/20 Cup Competitions for 

their respective age groups and in recent years we have been very successful.  This year the U15As, 

lost to Aldenham (the eventual winners) in the semi-finals, but, as winners at U14 level in 2015, they 

did have the satisfaction of representing Hertfordshire in the national stages of the ESCA One Day 

Cup, defeating Royal Hospital School, the champions of Suffolk, and reaching the last 16 of the 

competition before losing to a very strong Wellington College side from Berkshire.  After winning the 

County Cup for the last five years, coach Stuart Haring saw his U14As lose to St Albans in round 2 of 

this year’s competition, thanks to a century from former England captain M Atherton’s son, J de 

Caires.  However, the U13As and U12As made it through to Finals Day at Woollams Playing Fields, St 

Albans, and both emerged triumphant after victories against Lochinver House and Hitchin School 

respectively.  Having won the County Cup in year 7, our U13s also represented Hertfordshire in the 

national competition, but failed to progress after losing disappointingly in a rain affected game to Dr 

Challoner’s GS.  However they re-discovered their form to defeat both St Albans and Watford on route 

to a second county final, where a strong bowling performance, with captain S Singh (3 for 14) leading 

the way, saw opponents Lochinver House restricted to just 71 for 8 from their 20 overs.  With rain 

threatening, openers Singh (24*) and J Granger (39*) set about their task with relish and several lusty 

blows soon had the scoreboard ticking over.  In the end the target was reached in some comfort and 

without loss, a fitting reward for another excellent season under the guidance of R McIntosh. 

Meanwhile, our year 7s, under the watchful eye of new coach M Broom, were steadily improving as 

the season progressed.  After comfortable wins in the early rounds against Verulam and Sandringham, 

we suddenly found ourselves in the county final when a fixture pile-up resulted in several schools 

being removed/withdrawn from the competition.  In the final, Hitchin School posted a competitive total 

of 94 for 7 in their 20 overs, with 2 wickets apiece for K Dubignon and R Markanday.  In reply Habs 

lost an early wicket, but J Haynes (44*) rose to the occasion and played a match-winning innings with 

good support from A Padki (21*).   Victory was achieved with eight wickets to spare just as the rain 

began to fall…once again! 

 

Winners:  Habs U12A Winners:  Habs U14A 

 

 

Representative Honours 2016 

 
The continuing success of Habs Cricket is reflected in the number of players achieving recognition in 

the various age groups at County level.  The following have all gained representative honours this 

season. 

 

N Rasakulasuriar Middlesex EPP, Middlesex U19, U17 

L Ignatius London Schools U16 

H Cobb Hertfordshire U15 

J Granger Middlesex U13 

A Malik Hertfordshire U13 

S Shringarpure Hertfordshire U13 

E Gardiner Middlesex U12 

Z Kureshi Hertfordshire U12 

A Padki Hertfordshire U12 

 



Cricket 2016:  The Centurions, some bowlers and a reminder of the past! 

 

A Willis C Mack 

 
A Willis  126 for 1st XI v Berkhamsted (23rd April) 

C Mack  100* for 1st XI v Mill Hill (30th April)   

I Baig  100* for U15C v Magdalen College School (21st May) 

 

    
S Lakhani J Benson J Ronayne J Ellisson 

 
J Ronayne  5 for 11 for 3rd XI v Berkhamsted (23rd April) 

J Benson  5 for 2 for 2nd XI v John Lyon School (27th April) 

A Khan   5 for 1 for U13B v Highgate (30th April) 

J Haynes  5 for 13 for U12A v Highgate (30th April) 

J Ellisson  7 for 14 for U15B v Felsted (7th May) 

R Anand  5 for 13 for U14B v Felsted (7th May) 

S Lakhani  5 for 22 for 1st XI v St Albans (14th May) 

F Faizeen  5 for 4 for U15B v St Albans (14th May) 

N Thakrar  5 for 15 for U15B v Magdalen College School (21st May) 

S Banik   5 for 2 for U12C v Magdalen College School (21st May) 

K Thakrar  5 for 3 for U14A v Sir John Lawes School (25th May) 

N Rasakulasuriar 5 for 66 for 1st XI v Merchant Taylors’ (1st July) 

N Chavda  5 for 22 for 2nd XI v Merchant Taylors’ (2nd July) 

 

 

 

 

 

Messrs Charlwood (1989 - ) and Yeabsley (1964-2013) 

with  

 

J Williams (OH: 2004) 

E Clements (OH:  2006) 

R Clements (OH:  2006) 

M Yeabsley (OH: 1991) 

 



Cricket 2016:  Season Report 
Schools’ cricket in this country continues to struggle as a result of the ever increasing impact of the examination 

system, not to mention the weather, and this has prompted the ECB to look into the possibility of cricket being 

played in September.  There has been a positive response to this idea in some quarters, but clearly there remain 

many obstacles, not least the unavailability of pitches which are often required for other activities.  At Merchant 

Taylors’, however, there is plenty of space and I am pleased to report that we have arranged two T20 games 

against our local rivals on Wednesdays, 14th and 21st September in what I hope will be an exciting new venture.  

Meanwhile, cricket continues to thrive at Habs, despite the inevitable pressures of the summer term, thanks to the 

efforts of players and coaching staff alike.  Overall, the 2016 season was another successful one for the Cricket 

Club as a whole and much credit is due to all involved.   

 

As far as the facts and figures are concerned, of 150 matches played, one more than last year, 94 (63%) were won 

by Habs teams, 8 were drawn or abandoned as draws, while 2 matchs ended in ties with the scores level, and 46 

were lost.  A further 38 fixtures, considerably more than last year, were cancelled, mainly as a result of inclement 

weather.  The number of defeats appears to be high, but is to be expected given that the vast majority of games, 

certainly all those below 1st XI level, are played under the win/lose limited overs format.  In fact our overall win 

percentage was slightly higher than in 2015.  The results of the 1st XI were unfortunately below expectations, but 

an undefeated 2nd XI, for the second year running, enjoyed an outstanding season, winning 8 out of 9 matches, 

and were only denied a clean sweep by the weather.  Similarly, the 3rd XI also went undefeated, winning 6 out of 

7 matches.   Players from all three senior squads should be congratulated for the effort and commitment they 

showed during what is a particularly busy and stressful time of year.  It should not be forgotten that 

universities/medical schools are well aware of the commitment required to play team sport, particularly cricket in 

the summer term, and consequently look favourably upon those who display such commitment.  As for the rest of 

the school, the U15As had mixed results, but did reach the last 16 nationally in the prestigious ESCA One Day 

Cup competition.  The U13As won 13 out of 16 matches, including the final of the Hertfordshire Schools Cup 

Competition while the U12As also won their HSCA Cup Competition and a further 10 games.  Meanwhile, the 

U12Bs won 8 of their 9 fixtures, often compiling huge totals, although playing most of their games on the Parks 

astro wicket clearly helped in this respect!  Elsewhere runs were harder to come by, particularly for our B and C 

teams, and the quality of our batting remains an issue to be addressed.  Too often wickets were given away cheaply 

as a result of injudicious stroke play.  Our general running between wickets was also poor.  Fortunately our bowlers 

were usually successful so that overall Habs teams continued to win twice as many games as we lost.   

 

1st XI 
Persistent rain seemingly from the October half term and throughout the spring term made preparation for the 

2016 season difficult to say the least and much of our plans had to be cancelled, including the warm-up game 

against a Middlesex U17 side.  We did, however, manage to play a pre-season T20 game against Aldenham, but 

only after the game was transferred to our neighbours up the road, where apparently it was not quite so wet!  Wet 

enough, though, as our umpire soon discovered.  Trying to get in position to judge a quick single of the fifth ball 

of George Lawrence’s opening over, he slipped and fell awkwardly on his wrist, which he subsequently learnt 

was broken.  Invited to bat first, Aldenham posted a total of 113 for 8 from their 20 overs with the wickets shared 

among the Habs bowlers. In reply, we lost both openers early, but appeared to be in control as first Charlie Mack 

and then Naresh Rasakulasuriar passed 20.  However, poor shots at crucial stages handed the initiative back to 

our hosts and, despite the efforts of Jordan Urban (24*), we fell 11 runs short of our target on 103 for 8.  We 

would, of course, prefer to record this as a defeat for an ‘A’ XI, but unfortunately the result appears on the new 

Sports website, which is also used by all our opposition, as a 1st XI game and so must be counted as such!  To 

make matters worse the poor weather continued for the remainder of this first week and resulted in the cancellation 

of the entire block fixture with Bedford Modern, so the first opportunity to put matters right came the following 

Wednesday away at Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet.  In a typically low-scoring encounter, we restricted QEB to 107 

for 9 from 35 overs, with the spinners Hugo Murphy and Shaniel Lakhani sharing five wickets between them and 

two more for Ian Harris, before finding run scoring equally hard ourselves.  At 57 for 6 we were in serious trouble, 

but were rescued by a fine unbroken partnership for the 7th wicket between Rasakulasuriar (34*) and Mack (24*), 

the latter batting lower down the order after injuring a finger earlier in the game, which carried us to victory with 

8 overs to spare.  Three days later in the first Saturday fixture of the term, we recorded a crushing 104 run victory 

over Berkhamsted.  To begin with, however, it looked as though there would be no game at all as the umpires 

deemed conditions unfit for play and refused to officiate.  Fortunately, both teams and coaches saw matters 

differently and after some excellent work by our groundsman, captain Harris won the toss and elected to bat first, 

putting on 61 for the first wicket inside 10 overs with opening partner Alex Willis before falling to a smart catch 

in the slips.  Mack did not last long on this occasion, bowled for a duck by the one ball which turned, and when 

Rasakulasuriar was third out the score was 112 for 3 in only the 19th over.  Once again Willis (126) took a liking 

to the Berkhamsted bowling.  Only last season he scored his maiden century at this level against the same 



opposition.  On this occasion he shared in a partnership of 114 for the 4th wicket with the excellent Urban (55) 

and reached a well-deserved second hundred, including 14 ‘fours’ and 3 huge ‘sixes’.  When he was sixth out 

with the score on 240, there were still 5 of the 45 overs to go and Hugo Murphy ensured these were not wasted, 

smashing 42 runs off just 22 balls and taking our final total to a mammoth 292 for 7.  Faced with such a large 

total, the opposition batsmen opted for some batting practice on a wicket which remained perfect for batting 

throughout.  Their captain Charlie Nicholls responded with a fine century of his own, but in the end Berkhamsted 

finished well short on 188 for 4.  The MCC provided our next opposition and included three old boys, Ed and Rob 

Clements and Ajay Soni, in their side, as well as former St Albans captain James Scott, the eldest of the four 

brothers, who have all played against us in recent years.  Scott and Rob Clements both scored half centuries in the 

MCC total of 275 for 4 dec as did Mack (54) and Urban (60) in the school reply.  Fifteen year old Aayush Pindoria, 

making his debut for the 1st XI, batted with determination to help secure a draw for Habs while at the other end 

George Lawrence (32) had the temerity to strike Dan Kerry for six over midwicket before losing his stumps to the 

same bowler off the next, and final, delivery of the match, the school finishing on a respectable 192 for 8.  Harris 

again won the toss and chose to bat first against Mill Hill, he and Willis (56) putting on 71 together before Charlie 

Mack (100*) took over and played the innings of the day.  After threatening to do so on a number of previous 

occasions, Mack finally reached his first century for the school off 98 balls and soon after Harris declared with 

the score on 239 for 6.  In reply Mill Hill began promisingly but lost wickets at crucial moments and eventually 

finished on 151 for 8, the game petering out into a draw.  Left-arm spinner Shaniel Lakhani (1 for 43 in 19 overs) 

bowled a long spell from one end while Aman Chatterjee (3 for 16) was the pick of the Habs attack, but in the end 

we were unable to force a victory.  Unsurprisingly our second defeat of the season came a week later against a 

very strong Felsted side, who went on to reach the final of the national/HMC T20 competition before losing to 

Millfield.  They were equally adept at the longer game and in Ben Waring (3 for 41) possessed the current Wisden 

schoolboy cricketer of the year.  On the best day of the season weather-wise to date, Mack (78) continued his fine 

form from the previous weekend and at lunch Habs had reached an encouraging 131 for 4.  Unfortunately, the 

loss of three quick wickets after the interval put paid to thoughts of setting the opposition a challenging total to 

chase and we were eventually dismissed for a disappointing 169.  In reply Felsted lost a wicket either side of tea, 

but were never seriously threatened as they cruised towards their target.  Still at least we competed throughout 

and took the game into the final hour against the best side we faced all term. 

 

  
Habs 1st XI v MCC A Willis batting against Mill Hill 

 

A week later St Albans were made to suffer as we produced our best all-round performance of the season.  Batting 

first yet again, Harris lost his partner Willis (bowled by a swinging full toss first ball) to the 3rd legitimate delivery 

of the innings, but then he and Mack shared in a magnificent second wicket stand of 179 before the latter was 

stumped six short of another century.  Harris went one better but then he too perished in the nineties, caught on 

the long-off boundary trying to hit a six to bring up his own hundred.  As against Berkhamsted, Murphy (25*), 

with help from Vaibhav Dubey, added the icing on the cake, enabling Habs to post 277 for 6 in 50 overs.  St 

Albans, in the form of Charlie Scott, the youngest of the brothers, and Josh de Caires, son of former England 

captain Mike Atherton, needed a good start and in reaching 47 without loss appeared to have weathered the initial 

storm, particularly from Naresh Rasakulasuriar who worked up a furious pace and severely tested the fourteen 

year old de Caires.  The introduction of spin in the form of Shaniel Lakhani (5 for 22), however, changed the 

game.  He trapped de Caires lbw in his second over and, once Scott followed soon after caught off the bowling of 

Chatterjee, Lakhani proceeded to run through the opposition middle order.  At 93 for 7 the game was well and 

truly over and this time we had the satisfaction of claiming all 10 wickets as St Albans were dismissed for 144, a 

mere 133 runs adrift.  The final game before half term against Magdalen College School was a closer affair, but 

in the end we emerged as winners by the comfortable margin of 41 runs.  As was now customary, Harris won the 



toss and batted, top-scoring himself with 73.  Willis (20), Mack (44) and Urban (31) were also amongst the runs, 

but all managed to get out when well set and yet again it was left to Murphy (17*) to ensure that we reached a 

competitive total of 217 for 7 in 40 overs.  For a while it looked as though MCS would make a decent effort of 

chasing this target and half way through their innings the game was in the balance.  However, Mack (4 for 18) 

tied up one end with his off-spin and the opposition were eventually dismissed for 176.  Unfortunately for all-

rounder Hugo Murphy, this was his last game of the season.  In attempting to take a catch he injured his finger 

and was unable to play again, leaving a big hole in the team which we never quite filled. 

 

  
C Mack batting against St Albans N Rasakulasuriar bowling against St Albans 

 

Unable to secure a full block fixture against another school on the first Saturday after half term and with midweek 

T20 games against Mill Hill and University College School cancelled, we organised a T20 festival against 

Berkhamsted and St Benedict’s for the age group sides and renewed hostilities with Berkhamsted alone at senior 

level.  Following a comfortable victory for Habs 2nd XI, the 1st XI batted first as usual and were indebted to Charlie 

Mack (76 off 42 balls) once again.  The other batsmen all made useful contributions and the final total of 171 for 

6 off 20 overs set a testing target for the opposition.  Their captain Charlie Nicholls (66) was again in good form, 

though, and followed up his century against us earlier in the season with another fine innings.  He and his opening 

partner added 115 for the first wicket and for a while they looked to be winning the game.  However, excellent 

bowling at the death, particularly from Rasakulasuriar (2 for 20), swung the game back in our favour and we 

eventually ran out winners by 16 runs.  If the three week break over half term was bad enough, there now followed 

another two week gap with little senior cricket other than a defeat for a definite ‘A’ XI on this occasion in another 

T20 game against Watford.  By the time the Bancroft’s game came around all our players were lacking practice 

and somewhat rusty…and it clearly showed!  The weather immediately prior to the game was also poor and 

consequently the decision was taken to cancel the 2nd XI game and transfer the 1st XI to Bancroft’s.  For once 

Harris lost the toss and we soon found ourselves chasing leather as the opposition punished some wayward Habs 

bowling.  Despite three wickets apiece for Chatterjee and Rasakulasuriar, the Bancroft’s total of 257 for 9 in 40 

overs set a formidable target for Habs to chase and so it proved.  Both Harris and Willis were bowled without 

troubling the scorers and when Mack (24) was dismissed the score was 38 for 5.  Vaibhav Dubey (76) gave us 

some respectability, reaching his highest score at this level, but our final total of 168 was a poor effort in the 

circumstances.  Even the rain, which had threatened all afternoon, failed to materialize in sufficient quantity until 

after the conclusion of the game.  It did mean, however, that the following day’s games against Old Haberdashers’ 

CC had to be cancelled as was the annual Fraser Bird match four days later.  At least we were still able to enjoy 

the lunch, speeches and presentation of colours and other awards.  The final fixture at Elstree this term was the 

two-day game against Merchant Taylors’ and, after our ‘winning draw’ in the corresponding fixture last year, it 

was one we were looking forward to with eager anticipation.  Disappointingly, it turned out to be a game to forget 

as soon as possible, not even lasting until lunch on the second day as MTs triumphed by the margin of an innings 

and 50 runs.  Yet 24 hours earlier, despite the loss of Harris (36) and Willis (4), we had arguably been in the box 

seat on 74 for 2 some 20 minutes or so before lunch with Mack (24) and Urban (7) appearing to be in control of 

the situation.  At this point, Mack called for a quick single to midwicket (which probably was there if both batsmen 

had reacted immediately) and kept running although his partner tried to send him back.  The two batsmen finished 

up at the bowler’s end while the ball was returned to the wicket-keeper who duly ran Mack out.  Both Dubey and 

Urban followed him back to the pavilion soon after and instead of being just two down we went into lunch on 91 

for 5.  No long after the interval we were all out for 111 with four players getting ducks and only Rasakulasuriar 

(20) offering any sort of resistance.  He also tried hard with the ball, claiming two wickets as MTs were reduced 

to 51 for 3 in reply, but this was as good as it got. The opposition captain Andrew Thomas scored a fine century 

and, with useful support from the rest of his team, was able to declare with a lead of 119 on 230 for 9 and still six 



overs to be bowled before the close of the first day, Rasakulasuriar finishing with figures of 5 for 66.  In these six 

overs Habs effectively lost the game as first night-watchman Freddie Wright, then our best two batsmen Harris 

and Mack were all dismissed and we finished the day in disarray on 10 for 3.  The following morning matters got 

even worse as we slumped still further to 13 for 6 and then 23 for 7.  With the lowest score by a Habs team for 24 

years a very real possibility, Lawrence (29*) and Amaan Lakhani (10) hung around for a while in an attempt to 

take the game into the afternoon session, but MTs were not to be denied and we were eventually dismissed half 

an hour before the interval for a pathetic 69, just 2 runs more than Richard Yeabsley’s side had managed against 

Watford in 1992 and there were extenuating circumstances on that occasion. Two days later we travelled down to 

Lyme Regis and began our annual Devon Tour with a game at Exeter School a day later.  Details of this and the 

other three tour games may be found elsewhere.  Suffice to say, we won one game against Exeter CC but lost the 

others against Exeter School (for the first time since 2007), Devon Dumplings CC and in the final game of the 

season against Devon U16s, although our performances at least were considerably better than the one against 

Merchant Taylors’!  

   

  
J Urban batting against Bancroft’s J Urban batting against Merchant Taylors’ 

  

So a somewhat mixed season, definitely one of two halves at least in terms of results, came to an end on a slightly 

disappointing note with an overall record of played 15, won 6, drawn 2 and lost 7, with a further 6 games cancelled 

or abandoned without a ball being bowled.  Captain Ian Harris led from the front with both bat and ball, scoring 

464 runs at an average of 29.00 and topping the bowling averages with 13 wickets at 20.07.  He was unlucky not 

to score a hundred this season, having looked set for one on a number of occasions, notably against St Albans.   

Nevertheless, he has served Habs cricket well for the last four years and his aggregate total of 1944 runs places 

him in 7th position on the all-time list of Habs batsmen.  His opening partner and wicket-keeper Alex Willis did 

not enjoy quite as much success as in 2015, but was still capable of taking any bowling attack apart, as his superb 

century against Berkhamsted and 74 on tour against Devon Dumplings CC illustrate.  Behind the stumps he was 

as tidy as ever, claiming 15 dismissals (12 catches, 3 stumpings) and his all-round contributions to the team will 

be much missed.  Arguably the most naturally gifted cricketer in the XI, Charlie Mack enjoyed an excellent season 

with the bat, finally fulfilling his undoubted potential.  He looked like scoring runs just about every time he came 

to the crease and did not disappoint, passing 50 on six occasions and recording his maiden century at this level 

against Mill Hill while narrowly missing another against St Albans.  In total he scored 665 runs at 47.50, topping 

the batting averages and taking his 1st XI career aggregate to 1450.  It was also pleasing to see him re-discover his 

form with the ball (14 wickets at 26.71) on occasions and he was consistently one of our best fielders.  Next year’s 

captain Jordan Urban will certainly need to produce figures like these if we are to be successful.  This season he 

scored 334 runs at 22.26, including fine half centuries against Berkhamsted and the MCC, but will need to aim 

for greater consistency in 2017.  Another who has the ability to make big scores is Naresh Rasakulasuriar (255 

runs at 18.21), but he must learn to show greater concentration and avoid giving his wicket away needlessly.  He 

was also a little inconsistent with the ball (16 wickets at 28.18), but at his best, notably against St Albans, he was 

as quick as anyone and a handful for even the best batsmen. He has now taken 50 wickets for theist XI and much 

will be expected of him over the next two years, with both bat and ball.  Of the other batsmen, Vaibhav Dubey 

(147 runs at 18.37) came into the side against Mill Hill and retained his place thereafter, doing all that was required 

of him.  His innings against Bancroft’s certainly showed what he could do under pressure.  Freddie Wright, on 

the other hand, underachieved and his total of 112 runs for the season was disappointing, although he did show 

one or two glimpses of his true ability on tour in Devon.  Hopefully, he will step up to the plate next season.  The 

most unfortunate player was undoubtedly Hugo Murphy (123 runs at 24.60 and 7 wickets at 11.57), who enjoyed 

an excellent first half term but was unable to play again after the break because of injury.  One of the successes 

of last season, left-arm seamer George Lawrence scored 109 runs with the bat but struggled with the ball.  His 5 



wickets were expensive and represented a poor return, but these figures perhaps do not tell the whole story.  At 

least on tour his bowling was back to something like his best.  One who could be relied on with the ball was Aman 

Chatterjee (19 wickets at 22.15).  He bowled consistently well all summer, often at the death, and was well 

rewarded for his efforts.  Left-arm spinner Shaniel Lakhani also captured 19 wickets at an average of 30.52 and 

leaves Habs with 69 wickets in total to his name after three seasons in the XI.  He was perhaps not quite as 

consistent as last year, but still capable of winning games as his 5 for 22 against St Albans demonstrates.  With 

seven U6 players finishing their Habs careers this year, there will be plenty of places in next year’s side up for 

grabs.  Luca Ignatius, Amaan Lakhani, Aril Pandya and Nikhil Chavda were all given opportunities during the 

course of this season, but will need to show the necessary commitment and consistency if they are to make the 

grade.  Certainly the promise is there. 

 

  
I Harris bowling against Berkhamsted S Lakhani bowling against MCC 

 

However the success of the Cricket Club is not measured by the results and performances of the 1st XI alone.  All 

the teams have contributed and everyone involved can take credit for the excellent results of the club as a whole. 

           

2nd XI 
The 2nd XI, under the captaincy of Saul Kaye and tutelage once again of Mr Simm, enjoyed another unbeaten 

season and could easily have been a match for several schools’ 1st XIs.  We won 8 of our 9 fixtures and would 

have had a 9th victory but for the rain which intervened for the second year running in the game against Magdalen 

College School when we were clearly in a winning position.  The key to our success was a strong and versatile 

bowling attack while our batsmen were always able to score runs in sufficient quantity.  The commitment shown 

by the squad throughout the busy summer term was also first class. The season began with two crushing 10 wicket 

victories against Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet and John Lyon School respectively in our first three games with James 

Benson, consistently one of our best bowlers, taking 5 for 2 against John Lyon.  In between these games we also 

beat Berkhamsted comfortably with Kaye (36) and Amaan Lakhani (4 for 14) the standout performers.  A fourth 

straight victory followed, this time against Mill Hill, before undoubtedly the game of the season against Felsted.  

Batting first, we posted a total of 163 for 7 in 30 overs, Sudeep Khadka (50) and Rahil Sharma (37) the main 

contributors, but, as in the corresponding fixture last year, the opposition made good progress towards their target 

and at one stage appeared facourites to win.  Jack Ronayne (4 for 25) after his promotion from the 3rd XI) and 

spinner Nikhil Chavda (3 for 20), however, combined to dismiss Felsted for 155 as we claimed victory by just 8 

runs.  A week later St Albans became our next victims as Luca Ignatius (4 for 18) helped restrict the opposition 

to 107 for 9 in 30 overs, a total which was passed with relative ease thanks to captain Kaye (33).  There were just 

two more games after the half term break and both were won.  In the first, a T20 game against Berkhamsted, 

Khadka’s belligerent innings of 69 from 48 deliveries enabled us to chase down the opposition total of 135 for 6 

to win by 8 wickets with an over to spare.  The last game of the season saw us pitted against local rivals Merchant 

Taylors’, who were dismissed for 82 with Nikhil Chavda claiming a five-wicket haul.  Fittingly it was Kaye (34) 

who guided his team to victory and who must take much credit overall for a hugely enjoyable and successful 

season.  In addition to those already mentioned, James Cleaver, Ashil Shah, Saavan Shah, Aneesh Oza and wicket-

keeper Aril Pandya, amongst others, all featured at some stage during the season, but while the individual 

performances were, of course, essential, it was the team as a whole that made the season so rewarding.  

Congratulations go to all involved. 

 

3rd XI 
Captained by Kripa Panchagnula, the 3rd XI had an enjoyable and successful season under the watchful eye of Mr 

Amlot.  They won 6 out of the 7 games they played and were only denied a 100% winning record by the rain, 



which, as last year, led to the game against Magdalen College School being abandoned as a draw, although some 

attempts were made to claim a victory under the Duckworth-Lewis method.  Before then the team had swept all 

before them and convincingly so.  Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet and Merchant Taylors’ were beaten in T20 games by 

9 and 7 wickets respectively, Rahil Sharma scoring 71 in the second of these.  In a longer game (30 overs) against 

Berkhamsted, Habs made 166 with notable contributions from Panchagnula (32) and Albie Cohen (44) before 

dismissing the opposition for 72, thanks mainly to the fine bowling of Jack Ronayne (5 for 11), to win by the 

comprehensive margin of 94 runs.  After defeating Mill Hill in another T20 game, we faced a trip to Felsted where 

Suyash Mathur top-scored with an unbeaten 85 in our total of 174 for 7 in 30 overs.  Felsted, in reply, could only 

manage 113, with off-spinner Janthula Ranchagoda (3 for 22) the most successful bowler. A week later, in what 

turned out to be the most closely fought game of the season, St Albans restricted us to 129 for 8 after 30 overs but 

could only muster 116 for 7 themselves to hand us a sixth consecutive win, this time by 13 runs.  On this occasion 

Reuben Woolley was man-of-the-match with a fine all-round performance which saw him score 32 with the bat 

and then take three wickets.  The final game of our season was the rain interrupted encounter with MCS in Oxford 

where, after restricting our hosts to 77 for 5 in 20 overs, we were well on the way to victory on 32 for 3 when the 

weather intervened.  Despite the enforced changes in personnel each week, there was a good spirit amongst the 

squad and everyone contributed to our success.  In addition to those already mentioned, Daniel Glinnan, ben 

Wright, Max Blum, Saneel Amin and Sajan Shah, amongst others, all featured at some stage during the season 

and congratulations must go to all the players involved. 

 

  
2nd XI 3rd XI 

 

U15A 
The U15A team, captained by Aayush Pindoria, enjoyed a mixed season, oscillating freely from the sublime to 

the ridiculous, sometimes in the same match! Of the 15 games played, 7 were won and 7 lost, while the game 

against Magdalen College School was tied in a somewhat bizarre, not to say ridiculous fashion. We started the 

season with a disappointing defeat against Berkhamsted, where, despite half centuries from the opening pair of 

Pindoria (55) and Vinosh Jegatheesan (74*), our total of 152 for 5 in 30 overs proved insufficient for a strong 

opposition side who went on to win by 6 wickets.  Jegatheesan (61) and Pindoria (50*) both registered their second 

half centuries in a 9 wicket victory in the next game against Mill Hill and the captain (37) continued his good 

form against Felsted, this time with support from Harry Cobb.  Felsted, however, reached their target of 127 for 

the loss of 6 wickets, despite the spirited efforts of Taif Choudhury (4 for 16).  We were also beaten 

comprehensively by St Albans but did manage to defeat Aldenham in a T20 game just prior to our game against 

Royal Hospital School (Suffolk) in the 2nd round of the prestigious ESCA (national) One Day Cup.  Batting first 

we made a solid start and then accelerated the scoring in the second half of the innings to post a competitive total 

of 220 for 6 in 40 overs, with major contributions from Cobb (65) and Sarthak Panvelkar (53), one of several U14 

players promoted in order to strengthen the side.  In the event this total proved just enough as we managed to 

restrict RHS to 216 for 7 to win by the narrow margin of 4 runs.  The following game against MCS should have 

resulted in a more comfortable victory, but, with the scores level on 130 we proceeded to lose our last 4 wickets 

in 7 deliveries without addition to our total and thus the game ended in a tie.  We put up a much better performance 

in the next round of the ESCA Cup before losing to Wellington College.  Cobb (52) top-scored as we posted 192 

for 6 in 40 overs but the opposition eased past this total with 7 wickets to spare.  After half term we lost again to 

Berkhamsted but beat St Be  nedict’s in a T20 tournament, and the rest of the season sadly followed this trend of 

the occasional glimpse of sunshine under a cloudy sky.  Our inconsistent form continued as we defeated 

Bancroft’s, with Freddy Nash (43) among the runs, but then lost to Merchant Taylors’ in regular fixtures.  

Meanwhile in the County Cup victory over Parmiter’s School in the quarter-finals was followed a few days later 

by defeat in a rain affected semi-final against Aldenham.  So, in summary, a season of mixed fortunes. 

 



U15B 
Five victories from eight games for the U15Bs was a good return from a disrupted season during which poor 

weather resulted in the cancellation of three further fixtures.  Unfortunately, injuries to players in the A team as 

well as loss of form, in addition to athletics and tennis commitments, always affected team selection and 

consequently it proved difficult to develop any consistency on the field.  The players did, however, learn a lot 

about game management and the highs and lows of sport.  Ben Schwarzmann (68) top-scored in our victory against 

Mill Hill in the first game of the season and this was followed by an excellent win against Felsted.  Restricted to 

119 for 8 in 25 overs, we dismissed the opposition for 80 thanks to an inspired bowling performance from seamer 

Jamie Ellisson (7 for 14).  Unfortunately, in our next game, things took a turn for the worse…and this after it all 

started so well with the St Albans batsmen bamboozled by Farzan Faizeen (5 for 4, including a hat-trick) and all 

out for 69.  Our response was a miserable 50 all out, showing that individual brilliance cannot always cover up 

whole team frailties.  Some confidence returned in a T20 game against Aldenham, where Purushot Sadagopan 

(79*) was the main contributor in a total of 162 for 5 before our bowlers restricted the opposition to 102 for 6.  

We now saw the batting performance of the season as Arjun Bhanap (88*) and Sadagopan (55*) put together an 

unbroken partnership of 160 for the first wicket in 25 overs against Magdalen College School, who could only 

reply with 108 for 9, our victory assured by Nimai Thakrar (5 for 15).  The T20 triangular tournament against 

Berkhamsted and St Benedict’s saw a defeat and a victory respectively with Angus Clelland finding some form 

with the bat and scoring over 50 runs in total for the day.  However, the final game of the season against Merchant 

Taylors’ was clearly one fixture too many as, with a number of key players unavailable, we suffered a heavy 

defeat.  Sadagopan lead the team well throughout the season, coping well with the constantly changing personnel.  

He was well supported by Bhanap with the bat and Ellisson and Thakrar with the ball.  Alex Curtis offered positive 

encouragement and deserved his three wickets against MTs.  Jamie Jarvis was always hard to play, combining 

swing with medium pace to deceive opposition batsmen.  Thanks go to all the players for their efforts throughout 

the term as well as for the manner in which they played the game and respected the opposition, and we wish them 

the best of luck playing senior cricket next year.  

 

  
The U15 side which played Royal Hospital School            U15Bs(after their win against Felsted) 

 

U14A 
This was a frustrating season for the U14As in which undoubted promise was not fulfilled, despite a number of 

excellent individual performances.  Poor weather, particularly after half term did not help, and led to the 

cancellation of four fixtures.  However, to begin with all went well and the season started with four consecutive 

victories against Berkhamsted, where Anand Shah (4 for 6) ran through the opposition top order, Mill Hill, four 

wickets on this occasion to Arian Khan, and then narrowly Felsted and St Albans.  At Felsted we restricted the 

opposition to 134 for 7 in 30 overs but then struggled ourselves, eventually reaching our target for the loss of 8 

wickets thanks to a half century from Sarthak Panvelkar, one of three he scored in this period.  Batting first against 

St Albans, we posted a total of 138 for 9 in 35 overs, Panvelkar top-scoring with an unbeaten 70, and this proved 

just enough as St Albans finished on 129 for 9, a mere 9 runs short.  Nevertheless, these results covered up 

weaknesses in the team which were subsequently shown up by defeats against Aldenham and then, 

disappointingly, in the County Cup against St Albans, bringing to an end our five year domination of the 

competition in this age group.  While the bowling was generally steady, with spinner Arian Khan consistently 

putting pressure on opposition batsmen and regularly picking up wickets in tandem with Arjun Parmar, the batting 

was rather brittle.  A shortage of runs combined with sloppy fielding alongside bizarre field setting and a general 

lack of intensity all contributed to these defeats.  Perhaps our best performance in the field was against Magdalen 

College School just before half term, where we dismissed the opposition for just 79.  Unfortunately heavy rain 

meant that we were unable to bat and the game was abandoned as a draw. The poor weather continued after the 



break and there was very little cricket in the second half of the season.  We beat St Benedict’s, thanks to a fine 

opening partnership between Edward Cleaver and Arron Kennon, but lost to Berkhamsted in a T20 Triangular 

Tournament and then finished on a very disappointing note against Merchant Taylors’. After opening bowlers 

Anand Shah and Raunak Khanduja reduced the opposition to 24 for 3, poor fielding allowed their batsmen to get 

going and they eventually reached 213 for 4, which proved far too many for us to chase.  So the season ended 

with an overall record of 6 wins, 2 draws and 4 defeats from our 12 games.  Hopefully the whole squad will learn 

from their experiences and put in a concerted effort to be more competitive next year. 

 

Team colours for this year go to the following:  Sarthak Panvelkar, Anand Shah, Raunak Khanduja, Arian Khan, 

Arjun Parmar, Edward Cleaver, Alex Loan, Arun Herai, Matt Gittleson, Arron Kennon, Jack Davis, Kush 

Thakrar and Tayin Lakhani. 

 

U14B 
The U14Bs, under the expert guidance of Josh Navarajasegaran (OH) or Mr Nav as he is usually known, also had 

a mixed season with 4 wins, 1 draw and 3 defeats, while the game against St Albans finished in a tie with the 

scores level on 169.  After losing our opening fixture to Berkhamsted, we beat Mill Hill by 8 wickets after bowling 

them out for 71 and then defeated Felsted by the comprehensive margin of 95 runs.  Batting first we posted a total 

of 132, which proved far too much for the opposition who were all out for just 37, thanks in the main to Ronit 

Anand (5 for 13).  A third straight victory followed in a T20 game against Aldenham, a much closer affair than 

the previous games with the opposition reaching 113 for 8 in reply to our total of 124 for 4, Asad Khatri (45) and 

Matt Gittleson (4 for 27) the main contributors.  After the excitement of the St Albans game, we would have surely 

secured a 4th win had the weather not intervened in the game against Magdalen College School.  With the game 

already reduced to one of 20 overs, we made 80 for 9 with Khatri (30) again top-scoring, and in reply the 

opposition were struggling on 20 for 4 when the rain arrived.  Technically the game was abandoned as a draw, 

although we did try to claim victory under the Duckworth-Lewis method!  After half term we defeated St 

Benedict’s but lost again to Berkhamsted in a T20 triangular Tournament and then, just like the A side, finished 

the season on a disappointing note, losing by 9 wickets against Merchant Taylors’ after collapsing to 51 all out. 

  

U13A 
A talented squad of players enjoyed another excellent season, winning 13 of the 16 regular fixtures played as well 

as all 3 games on tour, and will hopefully continue to develop and improve in future years.  After rain disrupted 

our pre-season plans, the season proper started on a positive note with Riyan Lakhani (4 for 15) and Joe Granger 

(60) the main architects of a 7 wicket victory against Berkhamsted, which was followed by two more convincing 

wins against Highgate and Watford.  Unfortunately, in arguably our most important game of the season in the 

Bunbury (national) Cup game against Dr Challoner’s, we were not at our best and failed to do ourselves justice, 

allowing the opposition to reach 219 for 6 in 35 overs after some wayward bowling and poor fielding.  In a rain-

affected reply, we collapsed to 27 for 4, losing 3 wickets in one over, before being set revised targets of 52 off 10 

overs, which we achieved, and then 112 off 18 overs, which we narrowly missed as were bowled out for 106, 

despite the brave efforts of Saihaj Singh (55).  We came back strongly, however, in our next game against St 

Albans, where runs for Granger, Arman Malik and Krish Nanavati enabled us to post 205 for 6 in 30 overs before 

dismissing St Albans for 78.  Granger, with another half century, continued his good form against Magdalen 

College School, this time with support from Jack Cobb, but it was not enough to prevent a narrow 7 run defeat.  

The Junior Devon Tour during half term was a complete success and greatly enjoyed by all involved, including 

the travelling supporters group!  A full report on the tour can be found elsewhere, but suffice to say that we won 

all three games comfortably.  The Saturday after half term saw a triangular T20 Tournament involving 

Berkhamsted, St Benedict’s and ourselves. We duly defeated Berkhamsted again but tiredness probably affected 

our performance against St Benedict’s, who restricted us to 120 for 7 in reply to their 125 for 6.  A fortnight later 

an undefeated 47 from Cobb was enough to see off Bancroft’s as we recorded a 7 wicket victory.  Meanwhile, in 

the County Cup, wins against, amongst others, St Albans and Watford, in a closely fought semi-final, took us to 

the final, where in probably our best performance of the season  we defeated Lochinver House by the 

comprehensive margin of 10 wickets (and with 10 overs to spare) after restricting them to 70 for 9 in their 20 

overs.  In the final game of a long season we finished in style, defeating Merchant Taylors’ by 65 runs.  In addition 

to those already mentioned, Chinmay Mullapudi, Aaren Patel, Kiaan Patel, Kyle Perera, Shreyas Shringarpure 

and Akshay Shah also deserve mention (as does coach Mr McIntosh, who has guided this particular group of 

players for two years now) and the whole squad is to be congratulated on its effort and commitment throughout 

the season.  

  

U13B  
The U13Bs enjoyed an excellent season, winning 7 of the 9 games played and losing just the once, and it should 

be mentioned that our performances were not typical of a B team.  In other years or indeed in other schools several 



members of the squad would be regular A team players such is the standard of cricket and talent available in this 

particular year group.  Well supported by Daksh Jain and Hari Karleker, Aarav Nicum did a fantastic job 

captaining the team this season, his cricketing knowledge enabling him to set good fields and use his bowlers and 

batsmen effectively.  All the players responded well, worked hard in the field and showed excellent team spirit.  

The season started with victory against Berkhamsted, Nihal Faiz (58*) and Eshaan Ghei (34) top-scoring as we 

reached our target of 136 for the loss of just 3 wickets after Karleker (4 for 16) had helped to restrict the opposition 

to 135 for 8 in 30 overs.  Ali Khan (35* and 5 for 1) was the main contributor in our second game, a comfortable 

76 run win against Highgate.  Our solitary defeat, by the margin of just 2 runs, came in the next game against an 

A side from Hitchin and thereafter we carried all before us.  Undefeated half centuries for Nicum and Ghei enabled 

us to post 175 for 1 in 25 overs against St Albans before spinner Hans Mehra (4 for 7) got to work, helping to 

dismiss the opposition for 77.  This superb performance was followed by another good win, this time in a T20 

game against Magdalen College School in which we just managed to reach our target of 102 with only 2 wickets 

to spare.  After half term we enjoyed further success in T20 games against Berkhamsted and St Benedict’s and 

would have beaten Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet if rain had not forced the game to be abandoned as a draw.  In our 

final game of the season, runs from Faiz (52 ret), Nicum (50) and Mughi Muralitharan (46) enabled us to post our 

highest total of the season 256 for 3 in 20 overs against Merchant Taylors’, who were then dismissed for 59, with 

4 more wickets to the consistently dangerous Mehra.  Congratulations go to all involved. 

 

  
S Singh bowling in the HSCACounty Final The U13 squad on tour at Sidmouth CC 

             
U12A 
The U12As, who had promised much during winter net sessions, enjoyed an excellent first season at Habs, 

winning 11 of the 14 games played, including the HSCA Cup Final. However, the season started with 

disappointment as we lost 2 of our opening 4 games against Berkhamsted and Watford respectively.  Sandwiched 

between these defeats were victories against Dame Alice Owen’s and Highgate, with Jacob Haynes (5 for 13) 

producing a match winning performance in our 9 wicket win in the second of these games.  Haynes (36) showed 

he could bat as well against Watford, but we finished on 124 for 8 still 6 runs short of the opposition.  Our form 

up to half term remained inconsistent as we enjoyed success in the early rounds of the County Cup and also beat 

St Albans comprehensively, but then lost narrowly to Magdalen College School after a poor batting display. After 

the break, however, we remained undefeated, winning T20 games in a Triangular Tournament against St 

Benedict’s and Berkhamsted, gaining revenge for our earlier loss, and followed up with victory in another T20 

against Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet. We then beat Bancroft’s and Merchant Taylors’ after successful run chases, 

with Rishi Markanday (3 for 10) and Kellen Dubignon (24) against Bancroft’s and Ashish Padki (27) against MTs 

all making notable contributions.  Padki also made runs in the County Cup final against Hitchin, but it was Haynes 

(44*) who stole the show with another match-winning performance as we replied to the opposition’s 94 for 7 with 

95 for 2 to win by 8 wickets.  Congratulations go to the whole squad and particularly to coach Marc Broom, who 

moulded the team into a very effective unit. 

 

U12B 
With 8 wins in our 9 games and just a solitary defeat by the A side from Hitchin who would later lose to our own 

A side in the HSCA County Cup Final (exactly the same record as last year’s side), this was a successful season 

for a strong U12B team.  We began the season with comfortable victories over Berkhamsted and Highgate before 

the loss to Hitchin, with Neel Madan producing performances with both bat and ball in all three games which 

would later earn him promotion to the A team.  Thanks to half centuries from Rahul Renganath and Tom Fielden 

(year 5!!) we returned to winning ways against St Albans, posting a total of 194 for 6 in 25 overs before dismissing 

the opposition for just 26.  Equally impressive was our 10 wicket win against Magdalen College School, with 



Renganath again amongst the runs as we reached our target of 73 without loss.  After half term we defeated St 

Benedict’s and Berkhamsted again in a T20 Triangular Tournament and then finished the season in style with 

victories against Bancroft’s (by 86 runs after we posted 176 for 2 in 25 overs, with Karan Chopra undefeated on 

70) and Merchant Taylors’ (by 5 wickets).  Congratulations go to all the players involved in our success as well 

as to our coach Mr Gathani. 

 

  
E Gardiner bowling against St Benedict’s J Haynes hits out in the County Cup Final 

            
An indication of the strength in depth of Habs Cricket lies in the fact that we are able to field C teams in each age 

group, and each of these teams had an enjoyable season in 2016.  Of 20 matches played at this level, 50% resulted 

in victory for Habs teams while the remainder were lost, mainly as a result of poor batting.  There were, however, 

notable triumphs for the U15Cs against Magdalen College School, the U14Cs against Berkhamsted and St Albans 

and for the U13Cs and U12Cs also against Berkhamsted, not to mention a number of promising individual 

performances.  Unfortunately there is insufficient space here to report in detail, nevertheless congratulations go 

to all the players involved.  We hope to maintain this C team programme and possibly expand to include D teams 

as well (there are plenty of boys who want to play), but  this can only happen if there are more volunteers on the 

staff to coach and look after these teams.  

 

So, despite the constant pressure of exams and other activities, cricket at school is clearly alive and well and at 

the forefront of Habs sport.  This is due not only to the skill and commitment of all the players at each age level 

but also to the dedication and sterling efforts of the staff who give up so much time to coach the boys and umpire 

all the matches.  In fact Habs Cricket could not function without the huge input of a number of people and I should 

like to take this opportunity to thank once again my colleagues on the coaching staff, our departing Head 

Groundsman Mike Kemmett, his successor John Lewis and the rest of the team, Kathy Nolan and the caterers and 

everyone else connected with the Club.  Dan Kerry and Jamie Hewitt deserve special thanks for all the work they 

do with all age groups throughout the year.  Thank you also to parents and friends who watch from the boundary, 

your support has again been noticeable this season and is always welcome and much appreciated, and, of course, 

congratulations and well done to all the players!   

Stephen Charlwood 

(With assistance from AFM, DCT, SEH and NW:  July 2016 

 

  
Habs v Merchant Taylors’:  1st July C Mack bowling against Mill Hill 



Habs Leading Cricketers:  1st XI Career Averages 

Batting (Total runs scored in England, ie not including Overseas Tours) 

 

Name Left Habs Innings Not Outs Runs 
Highest 

Score 
Average 

GC Baker 2007 67 10 2458 162* 43.12 

DB Wilson 1998 58 9 2391 120 48.79 

KA Patel 2011 77 6 2232 111 31.43 

TGL Colverd 2014 46 6 2055 148 51.37 

RP Moulding 1976 52 10 2039 135 48.54 

A Soni 2008 72 15 1959 103* 34.36 

IM Harris 2016 68 10 1944 113* 33.51 

R Bate 1985 52 2 1892 117* 37.84 

NN Selvakumar 2012 70 12 1811 111 31.22 

BB Moore 1990 53 12 1719 147* 41.92 

RG Clements 2006 51 13 1598 133 42.05 

AV Spencer 1988 51 5 1562 94 33.95 

CV Harris 1993 41 8 1526 105 46.24 

DI Chippeck 1989 57 11 1518 120 33.00 

WEC Wright 2014 40 2 1510 146 39.73 

CWT Mack 2016 57 8 1450 100* 29.59 

MI Yeabsley 1991 47 7 1430 123* 35.75 

JST Williams 2004 60 6 1427 80* 26.42 

RG Price 1980 49 8 1386 141 33.80 

TW Edrich 2011 62 17 1337 117 29.71 

CP Ratnatunga 1973 55 13 1281 102* 30.50 

RS Yeabsley 1992 51 14 1266 85* 34.21 

JL Moore 1999 58 12 1256 71 27.30 

AM Theivendra 2003 52 10 1255 95 29.88 

LG Jenkins 2009 48 9 1194 93* 30.61 

 

   

Bowling (Total wickets taken) 

 

Name Left Habs Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

RS Yeabsley 1992 975.4 264 2464 166 14.84 

J Amin 1999 712.1 170 1830 140 13.07 

MI Yeabsley 1991 736 216 2039 128 15.92 

RG Clements 2006 506 94 1634 118 13.84 

TW Edrich 2011 552.3 47 2370 111 21.35 

PB Duffy 2002 594.4 145 1888 106 17.81 

AR Jayaweera 2000 528.4 126 1658 92 18.02 

KA Patel 2011 432 36 1784 91 19.60 

GH Smith 1977 562 157 1412 90 15.68 

GC Baker 2007 492.5 79 1605 85 18.88 

JSP Gibb 1977 526.1 134 1465 80 18.31 

EG Clements 2006 526.2 58 2057 76 27.06 

IR McTurk 1974 380 85 1184 75 15.78 

RP Moulding 1976 367 102 1012 73 13.86 

MS Weston 1979 450 116 1326 73 18.16 

A Soni 2008 413.3 55 1575 73 21.57 

KR Smith 1972 399.4 113 1046 72 14.52 

TFH Goodman 1977 442.5 106 1309 71 18.43 

SA Schusman 2010 304.3 32 1238 70 17.68 

RC Downes 1985 512.4 106 1705 70 24.35 

SA Lakhani 2016 440.4 70 1864 69 27.01 

AM Patel 2004 427.1 79 1426 66 21.60 

MR Griffiths 1987 477.1 78 1878 65 28.89 

MD East 1999 370.1 71 1143 64 17.85 

AM Theivendra 2003 350.1 65 1168 64 18.25 

 

 



Habs Leading Cricketers:  1st XI Career Averages 

Note also the following: 

 

Name Left Habs Innings Not Outs Runs 
Highest 

Score 
Average 

RN Harris 1984 17 5 647 111 53.91 

AE Plaskow 1994 15 7 502 88 62.75 

BA Letts 2010 37 9 1072 143 38.28 

ARC Willis 2016 42 2 1142 138 28.55 

JH Urban U6 47 11 875 63* 24.30 

 
Name Left Habs Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average 

PD Williams 1970 227 63 557 44 12.65 

A Parekh 2009 313.2 57 1112 54 20.59 

PA Sivarajah 2012 307.3 59 1077 60 17.95 

ID Patel 2014 332.3 30 1494 58 25.75 

J Purohit 2015 352.3 38 1541 51 30.21 

N Rasakulasuriar L6 271.3 30 1271 51 24.92 

 

1. Richard Yeabsley scored 201* against a Hong Kong XI (at Hong Kong CC) on the 1991/92 

Far East Tour. 

 

2. Now that we play mostly limited overs cricket, it is more difficult for bowlers to capture large 

numbers of wickets.   

 

3. All figures are taken from Wisden records, qualification for which is 150 runs or 10 wickets 

(used to be 15) in a season and Cricket Club Handbooks (2007 onwards). 

 

 

Habs Cricket:  Playing record 1990-2016 
 

Year Played Won Lost Drawn Abandoned 

1990 18 8 0 10 1 

1991 14 8 1 5 3 

1992 16 7 2 7 1 

1993 16 6 1 9 3 

1994 18 7 1 10 2 

1995 19 4 5 10 2 

1996 20 4 3 13 1 

1997 20 7 2 11 5 

1998 21 9 1 11 3 

1999 23 10 6 7 2 

2000 18 8 3 7 5 

2001 18 4 6 8 6 

2002 18 9 4 5 4 

2003 22 8 9 5 1 

2004 18 8 5 4 (+1 tied) 6 

2005 22 15 6 1 3 

2006 22 19 0 3 2 

2007 21 8 5 8 2 

2008 19 10 5 4 4 

2009 20 16 2 2 3 

2010 18 10 5 3 6 

2011 19 13 3 3 2 

2012 12 9 2 1 9 

2013 18 11 6 1 5 

2014 20 10 8 2 2 

2015 20 10 6 3 (+1 tied) 1 

2016 15 6 7 2 6 

TOTALS 505 244 104 155 (+2 tied) 90 

 



Cricket 2016:  Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School 1st XI 

Back Row:  Mr SD Charlwood     A Chatterjee     FJ Wright     GN Lawrence     HE Murphy     JR Cleaver     N Rasakulasuriar     Mr DH Kerry 

Front Row:  JH Urban     SA Lakhani     IM Harris (captain)   CWT Mack     ARC Willis (wk) 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School 
Butterfly Lane, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AF 

 
Tel: 020 8266 1700     

 
www.habsboys.org.uk 

 
 

For further information visit the Cricket section of the Habs website. 
 


